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Moderators
Michelle Cottle is a member of The New York Times’ editorial 
board focusing on national politics and a host of the podcast 
“Matter of Opinion.” She has covered Washington, politics, and 
policymaking since the Clinton administration. Michelle joined 
The Times in 2018 after reporting on the nation’s capital as a 
contributing editor for The Atlantic. Before that, she was a senior 
writer at National Journal specializing in long-form profiles. 
From 2010 to 2014, she served as a Washington correspondent 
for Newsweek and The Daily Beast. Earlier, she was a longtime 
senior editor at The New Republic; some of her work there 
appeared in The Best American Political Writing of 2009. She 
also was an editor of The Washington Monthly magazine. Born 
and raised in the South, she has a BA from Vanderbilt University.

Rich Eisenberg "unretired" in January 2022 from his job as 
managing editor of Next Avenue, the public media site for 
people 50+, where he was also the editor of the site's “Money & 
Policy” and “Work & Purpose” channels and a regular writer. 
He was part of Next Avenue's launch team in 2011. These days, 
he writes "The View from Unretirement" column for 
MarketWatch and freelances for Next Avenue, Fortune, 
Wirecutter, and other outlets and co-hosts the Friends Talk 
Money personal finance podcast for people over 50. He ran 
the digital media program for the NYU Summer Publishing 
Institute in 2022 and 2023. Previously, he was executive editor 
of Money magazine, front-page finance editor of Yahoo!, and 
special projects director/money editor of Good Housekeeping. 
He is the author of How to Avoid a Midlife Financial Crisis and 
The Money Book of Personal Finance and was an Age Boom 
Academy Fellow and a Gerontological Society of America 
Journalists in Aging Fellow. He graduated from Northwestern 
University's Medill School of Journalism.

Twitter | X: @richeis315
Linkedin: linkedin.com/in/richardeisenberg

https://www.linkedin.com/in/richardeisenberg


Chris Farrell is senior economics contributor at Minnesota 
Public Radio and Marketplace, American Public Media’s 
nationally syndicated public radio business and economic 
programs. Chris is a columnist for PBS Next Avenue, 
Marketwatch, and the Minneapolis Star Tribune. He has written 
for Bloomberg Businessweek, The New York Times, Kiplinger’s, 
and other publications. His most recent book is Purpose and a 
Paycheck: Finding Meaning, Money, and Happiness in the 
Second Half of Life (HarperCollins Leadership, 2019).

Twitter | X: @cfarrellecon 
Facebook: @chrisfarrel  
Website: Smallchangestories.org & ChrisFarrell.net

Juan Pablo Garnham is a Chilean journalist interested in cities, 
public policy, and immigrant communities. He is the 
communication and policy engagement manager for Eviction 
Lab, a housing research center based at Princeton University. In 
his previous work as the urban affairs reporter for The Texas 
Tribune, Juan Pablo reported on the main challenges of Texas’ 
largest metro areas—Houston, Austin, San Antonio, El Paso, and 
Dallas-Fort Worth. Juan Pablo has also worked as senior 
producer for the podcast In The Thick, editor of CityLab Latino, 
and City Hall reporter for El Diario in New York. In Chile, he 
wrote for some of the country’s most important magazines and 
newspapers. Juan Pablo brings his expertise as a bilingual and 
multimedia journalist to his position as the communication and 
policy engagement manager for the Eviction Lab. He lives in 
Portland, OR.

Twitter | X: @jpgarnham

https://www.smallchangestories.org/
https://chrisfarrell.net/


Kerry Hannon is a workplace futurist and a nationally recognized 
strategist on career transitions, entrepreneurship, personal 
finance, and retirement. She’s a frequent keynote speaker and TV 
and radio commentator. Kerry is the bestselling author of 14 
books, including In Control at 50+: How to Succeed in The New 
World of Work, Great Pajama Jobs: How to Land a Job Without 
the Commute, Never Too Old to Get Rich: The Entrepreneur’s 
Guide to Starting a Business Mid-Life, Great Jobs for Everyone 
50+, Money Confidence, Getting the Job You Want After 50, and 
Love Your Job: The New Rules for Career Happiness. She is a 
senior columnist at Yahoo Finance, and a former expert 
columnist and regular contributor to The New York Times, 
MarketWatch, Forbes, and the PBS website. 

Twitter | X: @kerryhannon 
Website:  kerryhannon.com 

Carol Hymowitz writes and speaks about the challenges and 
opportunities of living longer, including lengthening careers, 
work transitions, retirement savings, and health and lifestyle. Her 
work has appeared in The Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg 
Businessweek, Next Avenue, and Stanford Social Innovation 
Review, where she’s edited "The Multigenerational Moment" 
series. She formerly was an editor at large at Bloomberg, where 
she wrote award-winning stories about the longevity economy, 
gender and racial inequality, and business leaders. Previously, she 
was a senior editor and management columnist at The Wall 
Street Journal, where she spent most of her journalism career, 
and she also was editorial director of Forbes Woman at Forbes 
Media. She is co-author of A History of Women in America 
(Bantam) and a contributing author of Getting Older: How We’re 
Coping with the Gray Areas of Aging (Wiley eBooks). She is an 
adjunct professor at NYU's Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute.

Twitter | X: @Carol Hymowitz  
Facebook: @chymowitz1

https://kerryhannon.com/


Paula Span, a veteran journalist, has written the twice monthly 
New Old Age column for The New York Times since 2009. In 
2017, she added a second Times column, Generation 
Grandparent, and adapted those essays for the audiobook “The 
Bubbe Diaries,” released by Audible in 2021. She is currently at 
work on a book about octogenarians for Penguin Random 
House. Formerly a longtime Washington Post reporter, Paula is 
an alumna of the alternative press and Boston University. She is 
the author of When the Time Comes: Families with Aging 
Parents Share Their Struggles and Solutions (Hachette, 2009). 
Her freelance articles have appeared in dozens of newspapers 
and magazines. Since 1999, she has helped prepare the next 
generation of journalists at the Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism. She lives in Montclair, NJ, and travels to 
Brooklyn weekly to help care for her granddaughter.

Twitter | X: @paula_span
Website: paulaspan.com

Bruce Shapiro is co-director of the Age Boom Academy and 
executive director of the Dart Center for Journalism and Trauma. 
The Dart Center is a project of the Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism that encourages innovative reporting on 
violence, conflict, and tragedy worldwide. He has helped lead the 
Age Boom Academy since 2012. An award-winning reporter on 
human rights, criminal justice, and politics, Bruce is a 
contributing editor at The Nation and US correspondent for Late 
Night Live on the Australian Broadcasting Corporation’s Radio 
National. He is also adjunct professor and senior advisor for 
academic affairs at Columbia, where he teaches journalism 
ethics. His books include Shaking the Foundations: 200 Years of 
Investigative Journalism in America (Nation Books), Legal 
Lynching: The Death Penalty and America's Future (New 
Press/Doubleday), and Aftershock Journalism: The Revolution in 
Reporting on Violence (forthcoming from Columbia University 
Press). Bruce received the International Society for Traumatic 
Stress Studies Public Advocacy Award for "outstanding and 
fundamental contributions to the social understanding of 
trauma." He is a founding board member of the Global 
Investigative Journalism Network.

Twitter | X: @DartCenter 
Website: dartcenter.org

https://www.paulaspan.com/
https://dartcenter.org/


Speakers 
Paris “AJ” Adkins-Jackson, PhD, MPH, is an assistant professor 
in the Departments of Epidemiology and Sociomedical Sciences 
at the Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health. AJ 
completed her BA in Journalism at Humboldt State University, 
her MA in Anthropology at the California Institute of Integral 
Studies, her MPH at Claremont Graduate University, and a PhD 
in Psychometrics at Morgan State University. She completed her 
postdoctoral studies in African American Studies and 
Community Health at the University of California at Los Angeles 
and in Neurology at Massachusetts General Hospital. She was 
awarded a fellowship in bioethics at Harvard Medical School.

AJ is a multidisciplinary, community-partnered health equity 
researcher who investigates the impact of structural racism and 
other structural determinants on the healthy aging of 
historically marginalized groups. AJ currently studies the role of 
life course adverse community-level policing on well-being, 
cognitive function, and biological aging for marginalized older 
adults. She also applies an anti-racist framework to test the 
effectiveness of art-based interventions and multisector 
partnerships to increase community health and institutional 
trustworthiness. AJ is an HBCU alumna and a board member of 
the Society for the Analysis of African American Public Health 
Issues.

Twitter | X: @pbaJackson

John Beard, PhD, MBBS, is the Irene Diamond Professor and 
director of the International Longevity Center-USA and a 
faculty member at the Robert N. Butler Columbia Aging 
Center at Columbia University. For 10 years until 2019, he was 
director of ageing and life course at the World Health 
Organization in Geneva, Switzerland. At WHO, he led a 
number of major global initiatives including as editor and 
writer for the World Report on Ageing and Health, which 
forms the basis for the UN Decade of Healthy Ageing. In 
2012, he established the WHO Global Network of Age-friendly 
Cities and Communities, which now comprises over 1,500 
member municipalities responsible for more than 300 million 
people. He has worked extensively with the World Economic 
Forum and was a commissioner on the recent US National 
Academy of Medicine Commission to define a Roadmap 
for Healthy Longevity.

Twitter | X: @drjohnbeard
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/john-beard-
987b801b/
Website: aging.columbia.edu

https://www.linkedin.com/in/john-beard-987b801b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/john-beard-987b801b/
http://aging.columbia.edu/


Jelani Cobb, PhD, joined the Columbia Journalism School 
faculty in 2016 and became dean in 2022. He has been a staff 
writer at The New Yorker since 2015. He received a Peabody 
Award for his 2020 PBS Frontline film Whose Vote Counts? 
and was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in Commentary in 
2018. He has also been a political analyst for MSNBC 
since 2019.

He is the author of The Substance of Hope: Barack Obama 
and the Paradox of Progress and To the Break of Dawn: A 
Freestyle on the Hip Hop Aesthetic. He is the editor or co-
editor of several volumes including The Matter of Black 
Lives, a collection of The New Yorker’s writings on race, and 
The Essential Kerner Commission Report. He is producer or 
co-producer on a number of documentaries, including 
Lincoln’s Dilemma, Obama: In Pursuit of a More Perfect 
Union, and Policing the Police.

Jelani was educated at Jamaica High School in Queens, NY, 
Howard University, where he earned a BA in English, and 
Rutgers University, where he completed his MA and 
doctorate in American History in 2003. He is also a recipient 
of fellowships from the Ford Foundation, the Fulbright 
Foundation, and the Shorenstein Center at Harvard 
University’s Kennedy School of Government.

He currently serves on the board of directors of the 
American Journalism Project and was elected to the 
American Academy of Arts & Sciences in 2023.

Linda Couch, is vice president for housing and aging services 
policy for LeadingAge, the association of more than 5,000 
mission-driven, nonprofit providers of aging services, including 
affordable housing for low-income older adults. Her advocacy 
work involves collaboration with LeadingAge’s 2,000-plus 
affordable senior housing providers across the US to identify key 
issues, develop strategies, and inform her approach to educating 
and lobbying Congress and the US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development with the goal of improving and expanding 
federal affordable senior housing programs. Linda, who rejoined 
LeadingAge in 2016 after nearly two decades at the National Low 
Income Housing Coalition, is a trusted advocate for and authority 
on affordable senior housing policy, both as a provider of expert 
testimony to Congress and frequent advisor to federal agency 
leaders. She’s expanded her focus in recent years from identifying 
and advocating for affordable housing solutions to understanding 
the rise in homelessness among older adults. Linda has a BA in 
Philosophy from the George Washington University and an MA in 
Public Affairs from the University of Connecticut.

Twitter | X: @LeadingAge



Anne Fabiny, MD, is a fellowship-trained geriatrician who 
recently retired from the University of California San Francisco 
(UCSF) Medical School and the San Francisco Veterans 
Administration Health Care System (SFVAHCS). She was a 
professor of Medicine at UCSF and the associate chief of staff 
for Geriatrics, Palliative and Extended Care at the 
SFVAHCS. Prior to arriving in San Francisco, Anne was an 
assistant professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical School and 
the chief of Geriatrics at Cambridge Health Alliance.

While at the SFVAHCS, Anne developed and helped to 
implement a novel model of housing and health care for 
chronically homeless, frail, and medically or psychosocially 
complex older veterans, the Colma Veterans Village 
(CVV). CVV is a 65-unit permanent supportive housing site in 
Colma, CA, that serves primarily older, Vietnam-era veterans 
with multiple medical and psychiatric illnesses. The novel 
aspects of the model include locating the primary care and 
mental health care teams at the housing site. The facility also 
provides occupational therapy and recreational therapy 
support. Anne was the primary care geriatrician for the 
veterans who chose her as their primary care provider. This 
model is now being disseminated across the VA nationally to 
approximately 20 sites through the VHA's Housing and Urban 
Development-Veterans Administration Supportive Housing 
program.

Anne is a board member of three different organizations that 
work to provide housing to frail older adults and/or 
veterans. In her work as a board member of A Beautiful Heart 
Ministries in New York, NY, she is supporting the organization 
in its goal of providing permanent supportive housing to older 
women leaving the New York State carceral system.

Website: https://medicine.ucsf.edu/people/anne-fabiny

https://medicine.ucsf.edu/people/anne-fabiny


Chanee Fabius, PhD, is an assistant professor in the Department 
of Health Policy and Management at the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health. Her research informs policies 
to reduce healthcare disparities and improve health equity for 
older adults and people with disabilities using long-term services 
and supports (LTSS). Her interests are informed by prior care-
management experience, where she helped older adults remain 
at home and delay the need for nursing home care. She is 
interested in: (1) better understanding how networks of care (e.g. 
home and community-based services/family support) used by 
older people vary by race/ethnicity and socioeconomic status, (2) 
examining the effect of community-based LTSS utilization on 
quality of life and health-service utilization across older adults and 
family caregivers, and (3) strengthening the direct-care workforce 
that provides services and supports to vulnerable older adults 
with complex conditions like dementia. Chanee earned her PhD 
in Human Development and Family Studies from the University of 
Connecticut. She is a recent recipient of an NIA-funded K01 Career 
Development Award to develop an intervention to improve 
information sharing between direct-care workers and family 
caregivers of older adults living with dementia receiving Medicaid 
Home and Community-Based Services.

Twitter | X: @ChaneeFabius

Ruth K. Finkelstein, ScD, is the executive director of the 
Brookdale Center for Healthy Aging at Hunter College and a 
professor in both Public Health and Public Policy. She leads 
CUNY’s aging research and policy center, devoted to making it 
possible for everyone to age as well as anyone can. Ruth has 
directed award-winning aging initiatives, including the Age 
Smart Employer Awards, promoting the success of employers of 
multigenerational workforces; Exceeding Expectations, a digital 
narrative following New Yorkers over 80; and Age-Friendly New 
York City, winner of the “Best Age Friendly Initiative in the World” 
prize. She has won individual recognition, including the 2019 
Maggie Kuhn Award, Next Avenue’s “Influencer in Aging” in 2016, 
City and State’s “Outstanding Women” in 2020, and Metropolis 
magazine’s “Game Changer” in 2012. She has advised more than 
50 NGO and government entities around the world on adopting 
an “age in everything” approach to planning. Before transitioning 
to aging, Ruth conducted policy-relevant HIV research, with 
particular focus on drug users and medication adherence. She 
has a doctorate in Health Policy from the Johns Hopkins School of 
Public Health, an MA in Medical Anthropology from Case Western 
Reserve, and a BA from the University of Michigan.

Website: https://brookdale.org/author/ruth-finkelstein/

https://brookdale.org/author/ruth-finkelstein/


Linda P. Fried, MD, MPH, is the director of the Age Boom 
Academy. She is a leader in the fields of epidemiology and 
geriatrics who has dedicated her career to the science of healthy 
aging and creating the basis for a transition to a world where 
health span matches our increased life expectancies, and where 
greater longevity is equitable and benefits people of all ages.

Director of the Robert N. Butler Columbia Aging Center, Linda 
serves as dean at Columbia University Mailman School of Public 
Health, where she is appointed as DeLamar Professor of Public 
Health and Professor of Epidemiology as well as professor of 
medicine at The College of Physicians and Surgeons and senior 
vice president of the Columbia University Irving Medical Center.

An internationally renowned scientist and author of over 500 
peer-reviewed articles, Linda has done seminal work in defining 
frailty as a medical condition, illuminating the causes and the 
potential for prevention of frailty, disability, and cardiovascular 
disease as keys to optimizing health for older adults.

Linda currently serves on New York State's Master Plan for 
Aging’s Stakeholder Advisory Committee, where she co-leads the 
Health and Wellness Subcommittee. She is also an elected 
member of the National Academy of Medicine, where she serves 
on its Executive Council and co-chaired the NAM Commission for 
a Global Roadmap on Healthy Longevity [available here]. In 
addition to her service as a member of the World Economic 
Forum's Global Agenda Council on Aging, she served as 2016-18 
co-chair for the WEF's Future Agendas Council on Human 
Enhancement and now serves on its Council on Human 
Longevity. Linda was the 2016-17 president of the Association of 
American Physicians, an elected society of the leading physician-
scientists in the US. In 2023, the French Government named her 
Chevalier of the Legion of Honor.

Nick Graetz, PhD, is a research associate at Princeton University, 
where he directs a collaboration between Princeton’s Eviction 
Lab and the US Census Bureau. His primary research focus is 
revealing the economic and legal mechanisms through which 
the housing market entrenches racial disparities in health. He has 
developed new data and tools to isolate and quantify specifically 
how factors like redlining, eviction, and housing costs create 
cumulative disadvantage over the life course—and the ways in 
which different actors profit from these arrangements. His 
academic work in these areas is published or forthcoming in 
Social Forces, Journal of Health and Social Behavior, 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, Nature, 
Spatial Demography, Sociological Methodology, the Russell Sage 
Foundation Journal of the Social Sciences, The New England 
Journal of Medicine, and elsewhere. Nick is also an active 
member of the Climate and Community Project, a progressive 
climate policy think tank developing research on the climate and 
inequality nexus. This work includes collaborations with housing 
and labor organizers, policymakers, and federal agencies. Nick is 
interested in communicating sociological perspectives to external 
audiences and building coalitions across academics, 
policymakers, journalists, and the public.

Twitter | X: @NickGraetz

https://nap.nationalacademies.org/catalog/26144/global-roadmap-for-healthy-longevity


Kathy Greenlee, JD, is the senior director for elder justice 
initiatives for ADvancing States, the national membership 
organization of state agencies on aging, disability, and Medicaid 
home and community-based services. Her work is focused on 
elder abuse, adult protective services, guardianship, and rural 
aging. From 2009 to 2016, she served as assistant secretary for 
aging at the US Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS), a position to which she was appointed by President 
Barack Obama. During her time at HHS, Kathy led the team 
that created the Administration for Community Living and 
served as the agency’s first administrator. Kathy worked 18 years 
in Kansas state government, including serving as Kansas 
secretary for aging and Kansas state long-term care 
ombudsman. She is currently the board chair for the National 
Council on Aging. Kathy is a University of Kansas graduate, 
having received a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration and a JD from the School of Law.

Twitter | X: @ADvancingStates
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/advancingstates
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/kathy-greenlee-
420a2615a/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ADvancingStates

Rodney Harrell, PhD, is vice president, family, home, and 
community for AARP. He is the enterprise lead on housing 
issues and leads AARP Public Policy Institute’s team of issue 
experts on long-term services, family caregiving, and livable 
communities. Before AARP, Rodney was a research and 
evaluation consultant and an instructor at the University of 
Maryland. He was a Maryland Governor’s Policy Fellow, leading 
programs in the Maryland Department of Housing and 
Community Development/Maryland Heritage Areas Authority. 
Rodney is currently a Champions Council member of the 
Coalition for Smarter Growth, on the Board of Visitors for the 
University of Maryland School of Architecture, Planning and 
Preservation, and a trustee of the National Building Museum. 
He holds a doctorate in Urban Planning and Design from the 
University of Maryland, dual master’s degrees in Public Affairs 
and Urban Planning from the School of Public and International 
Affairs at Princeton University, and a bachelor’s degree in 
Political Science from Howard University.

Selected Publications:

• AARP Blogs by Rodney Harrell
• Which Older Adults Have Access to America’s Most 
Livable Neighborhoods? An Analysis of AARP’s 
Livability Index
• 10 ways to prepare your home for aging in place
• Is This a Good Place to Live? Measuring Community 
Quality of Life for All Ages
• What is Livable? Community Preferences of Older 
Adults

Twitter | X: @DrUrbanPolicy

https://www.linkedin.com/company/advancingstates
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kathy-greenlee-420a2615a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kathy-greenlee-420a2615a/
https://www.facebook.com/ADvancingStates
https://blog.aarp.org/author/rodney-harrell
https://www.aarp.org/ppi/info-2020/which-older-adults-have-access-to-americas-most-livable-neighborhoods.html?cmp=RDRCT-80b3070d-20201029
https://www.aarp.org/ppi/info-2020/which-older-adults-have-access-to-americas-most-livable-neighborhoods.html?cmp=RDRCT-80b3070d-20201029
https://www.aarp.org/ppi/info-2020/which-older-adults-have-access-to-americas-most-livable-neighborhoods.html?cmp=RDRCT-80b3070d-20201029
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/where-we-live/wp/2017/05/23/10-ways-to-prepare-your-home-for-aging-in-place/
https://www.aarp.org/ppi/issues/livable-communities/info-2015/is-this-a-good-place-to-live-AARP-ppi-liv-com.html
https://www.aarp.org/ppi/issues/livable-communities/info-2015/is-this-a-good-place-to-live-AARP-ppi-liv-com.html
https://www.aarp.org/ppi/issues/livable-communities/info-2015/what-is-livable-AARP-ppi-liv-com.html
https://www.aarp.org/ppi/issues/livable-communities/info-2015/what-is-livable-AARP-ppi-liv-com.html


Caitlin M. Hawke is project lead on the Age Boom Academy. As 
associate director, programming at the Robert N. Butler 
Columbia Aging Center, she builds interdisciplinary partnerships 
and identifies research synergies among campus faculty at 
Columbia University, visiting international and US scholars, and 
trainees. As a networking specialist, she is a good connector for 
sourcing articles during and after the Academy. In her 
community work, Caitlin writes occasionally for the West Side 
Rag and blogs for her Upper West Side Block Association about 
the microneighborhood of Bloomingdale. She also served on the 
board of Bloomingdale Aging in Place and co-chaired all of its 
activities, overseeing 100+ volunteers for this grassroots, peer-to-
peer organization of over 1,200 older adult neighbors.

For Caitlin’s work in public health and scientific exchange, the 
French Government named her Chevalier of the Legion of Honor 
in 2012 as well as Chevalier in the French National Order of Merit. 
She is the recipient of the 2019 Columbia Mailman School of 
Public Health Staff Excellence Award and the 2021 Jim Torain 
Award from the Bloomingdale Neighborhood History Group.

Twitter | X: @ColumbiaAging
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/caitlinhawke
Website: aging.columbia.edu
Email: columbiaagingcenter@cumc.columbia.edu

Maureen Henry, JD, PhD, is deputy director of the International 
Longevity Center-USA, based at the Robert N. Butler Columbia 
Aging Center, and deputy director of the Health and Aging 
Policy Fellows Program. Previously, Maureen was the study 
director for the Global Roadmap for Healthy Longevity report at 
the National Academy of Medicine. In the past 20 years, she has 
addressed, through policy, program implementation, and/or 
research: quality measure development and value-based health 
care for vulnerable populations; social determinants of health; 
hospice and palliative care systems, payment models, and 
quality; long-term-care systems, quality, and financing; care 
planning for chronic conditions and advance care planning; 
financing geriatric training across disciplines; person-centered 
care; ethics, including autonomy with dementia, decision-
making capacity, and end-of-life care; and elder law.

Other past experience includes her work as a research scientist 
at NCQA health; an aging policy fellow in the office of Senator 
Mark Warner; director of the Utah Community/State Partnership 
to Improve End-of-Life Care; executive director of the Utah 
Commission on Aging; director of the Utah Aging and Disability 
Resource Center; and partner in the elder law firm Henry & 
Ciccarello. She has served as a member of the University of 
Pennsylvania Palliative and Advanced Illness Research Center 
External Advisory Board, the National Hospice and Palliative 
Care Organization's Ethics Council, and the University of Utah's 
Division of Medical Ethics (associate member), and currently is a 
member of the CMS Hospice Quality Reporting Program 
Technical Expert Panel.

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/maureen-henry-787a7718
Website: aging.columbia.edu

https://www.w102-103blockassn.org/blog
https://www.linkedin.com/in/caitlinhawke
http://aging.columbia.edu/
mailto:columbiaagingcenter@cumc.columbia.edu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/maureen-henry-787a7718
http://aging.columbia.edu/


Lily Hoffman is the associate director of programs at Habitat for 
Humanity International. Lily works to support the Habitat 
network in implementing strategies that improve racial, health, 
and housing equity. She has a master's degree in Public Health 
and Juvenile Justice and previously served as the founding 
director of Young Adult Services, a division within New York City’s 
(NYC) Health & Hospitals that provided support and holistic 
interventions for young adults incarcerated in NYC adult jails. 
She spent five years advising the United States Agency for 
International Development on juvenile justice reform in the 
Eastern Caribbean, to inform federally funded reform efforts. 
While working for NYC’s largest public hospital, Lily co-created 
and led an effort to integrate emergency department treatment 
and no-barrier housing for patients with severe alcohol use 
disorders, frequent emergency room use, and who were living on 
the streets in New York City. Lily is committed to bringing 
together unlikely partners to increase access to opportunity for 
those who have experienced disproportionate marginalization.
.

Tawkiyah Jordan, MA, is vice president, housing and community 
strategy at Habitat for Humanity International, where she leads 
the teams behind the organization's Neighborhood 
Revitalization and Health and Housing initiatives. Her formal 
training in urban planning has afforded her a wide range of 
experiences that span the public, private, and nonprofit sector. 
Prior to joining Habitat for Humanity International, Tawkiyah was 
senior program manager of housing plan implementation in the 
Department of City Planning for the City of New York. There she 
was a key point person for external partners on affordable 
housing plans and worked in all five boroughs on community 
outreach and engagement as part of the city's ground-up 
planning efforts.

Linked In: https://www.linkedin.com/in/tawkiyah-jordan-8877595
.

Wayne Ho, MPP, is the president and CEO of the Chinese-
American Planning Council, the nation’s largest Asian American 
social services agency. With a mission to promote the social and 
economic empowerment of Chinese American, immigrant, and 
low-income communities in New York City, it serves over 80,000 
community members in the areas of education, family support, 
and community and economic empowerment at 35 locations. 
Wayne served on several transition teams, including one for New 
York City Mayor Eric Adams. Wayne was recognized as a “40 
Under 40 New York City Rising Star” in 2014 and was one of 10 
leaders invited to meet with President Obama during the White 
House’s 2011 Asian Pacific Islander Heritage Month Celebration. 
Wayne serves on numerous boards and is appointed to several 
New York City and State advisory boards, including the NYC 
Independent Budget Office and Age-Friendly Commission. 
Wayne received a bachelor’s degree from UC Berkeley and a 
master's in Public Policy from Harvard University’s Kennedy 
School of Government.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/tawkiyah-jordan-8877595


Yumiko Kamiya, PhD, is a population affairs officer at the United 
Nations' Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA). 
Her expertise includes demographic analysis, data analysis, 
survey methodology, program evaluation, and capacity building. 
With international experience across Asia, Europe (including CIS 
countries), Latin America, and sub-Saharan African countries, she 
has published extensively on population dynamics, population 
aging, population policies, life course epidemiology, social 
gradients in health, and mental health. She has contributed 
significantly to United Nations publications, including the World 
Social Report 2023: "Leaving no one behind in an aging world," 
"Highlights on Population Aging," and the World Population 
Aging reports for 2017, 2019, and 2020. Yumiko also serves as the 
focal point for the United Nations Global databases on 
Household Size and Composition, Living Arrangement of Older 
Persons, and Older Persons in Collective Living Arrangements.

Website: https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/data/household-
size-and-composition &
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/data/living-arrangements-
older-persons

Alana Knudson, PhD, is a senior fellow in the Public Health 
Department at NORC at the University of Chicago and the 
director of NORC’s Walsh Center for Rural Health Analysis. She 
has 30 years of experience implementing public health 
programs, leading health services and policy research projects, 
and evaluating program effectiveness. Alana serves as the 
project director for the CMMI Pennsylvania Rural Health Model 
Evaluation and is the primary investigator for the Health 
Resources and Services Administration Bureau of Health 
Workforce Substance Use Disorder Evaluation and Workforce 
Resilience Evaluation. Alana also has state and national public 
health experience, having worked at the North Dakota 
Department of Health and for the Association of State and 
Territorial Health Officials. She serves on the RUPRI Health 
Panel, the Board of Directors for the Maryland Rural Health 
Association, the National Rural Health Resource Center, and the 
Rural Health Foundation, and is a member of the University of 
Maryland School of Public Health Community Advisory Council, 
the Southern Illinois University School of Medicine’s 
Department of Population Science Policy Advisory Board, and 
the East Tennessee State University Center for Rural Health 
Research Advisory Board. Alana received the 2021 National Rural 
Health Association Researcher of the Year Award.

Website: https://www.norc.org/about/experts/alana-d-knudson.html
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Margot Kushel, MD, is a professor of Medicine at University of 
California San Francisco (UCSF), division chief and director of 
the UCSF Center for Vulnerable Populations, and director of the 
UCSF Benioff Homelessness and Housing Initiative. She is also a 
practicing general internist at Zuckerberg San Francisco 
General Hospital. Margot's research focuses on the causes and 
consequences of homelessness and housing instability, with the 
goal of preventing and ending homelessness and ameliorating 
the effects of homelessness and housing instability on health. 
She speaks at a local, state, and national level about issues of 
homelessness, and frequently provides testimony to legislative 
bodies. She received her AB from Harvard College, her MD from 
Yale, and completed her residency, chief residency, and 
fellowship in internal medicine at UCSF.

Twitter | X: @mkushel

Anna Luft, JD, is the project director of the Public Housing 
Justice Project (PHJP) at New York Legal Assistance Group 
(NYLAG). As project director, Anna created and leads the first 
team of legal advocates in New York City solely devoted to 
advancing the rights of public housing tenants. Under Anna's 
leadership, PHJP provides eviction defense, affirmative 
litigation, policy advocacy, and community clinics to the New 
York public housing community. Before coming to NYLAG, 
Anna was a staff attorney on the Collateral Consequences 
Team at Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem, where she 
represented systems-impacted clients in a wide range of 
related civil matters. Anna's writing has appeared in the New 
York Daily News and City Limits.

Twitter | X: @wanderluft87



Noelle Marcus is the CEO and founder of Nesterly, an award-
winning homesharing platform. In this role, Noelle has won over 
a dozen awards for business and social innovation and has been 
featured in The New York Times, The Economist, Fast Company, 
The Atlantic, Forbes, and NPR’s Marketplace as well as news 
outlets in Spain, France, China, Argentina, Mexico, and Japan. As 
a lifelong public servant, she has focused on building equitable 
cities through civic technology, entrepreneurship, public policy, 
and economic development. Over the past decade, she has 
worked within and for over a dozen cities around the world. 
Noelle is a former MIT Sloan Business School Fellow and a 
graduate of MIT’s Master's in Urban Planning program, and she 
received her undergraduate degree in Political Science from 
Barnard College.

Twitter | X: @nesterly
Website: nesterly.com
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/noellemarcus/

Jennifer Molinsky, PhD, is project director of the Housing an 
Aging Society Program at the Harvard Joint Center for Housing 
Studies and a lecturer at the Graduate School of Design. As 
project director, Jennifer leads research exploring the housing 
challenges facing an aging population, including affordability, 
accessibility and safety in the home, community livability, and 
connections between housing, services, and health. She was lead 
author on the center’s major reports on aging and housing, 
including Advancing Housing and Health Equity for Older 
Adults: Pandemic Innovations and Policy Ideas; The State of the 
Nation’s Housing for Older Adults 2018 and 2019; Older 
Households 2015-2035: Projections and Implications for Housing 
a Growing Population (2016); and Housing America’s Older 
Adults: Meeting the Needs of an Aging Population (2014). She 
has also written and spoken extensively about the role of housing 
in well-being in older age.

Jennifer was also a co-editor of the 2018 book A Shared Future: 
Fostering Communities of Inclusion in an Era of Inequality and 
the 2014 book Homeownership Built to Last: Balancing Access, 
Affordability, and Risk After the Housing Crisis. She serves on the 
steering committee for The Chan School of Public Health 
Initiative on Health and Homelessness at Harvard and co-directs 
the Healthy Places Design Lab at the Graduate School of Design. 
Prior to joining the center, Jennifer was a practicing planner. She 
holds a PhD in Urban Planning from MIT, a master’s of Public 
Affairs-Urban and Regional Planning from the Woodrow Wilson 
School at Princeton, and a BA from Yale.

Linked In: https://www.linkedin.com/in/jennifer-hrabchak-
molinsky-a58bb216
Website: https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/research-
areas/aging/housing-aging-society-program
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Jan E. Mutchler, PhD, is a professor of Gerontology and director 
of the Gerontology Institute in the Manning College of Nursing 
and Health Sciences at the University of Massachusetts Boston. 
Jan conducts research on socioeconomic, cultural, and family-
based factors as they relate to outcomes central to well-being in 
later life, including health, financial well-being, and family 
relationships. She also works with advocates and other 
stakeholders at the local, state, and national levels to strengthen 
financial security in later life and make communities more livable 
for older adults. Her team produces and distributes the Elder 
Index, a cost-of-living measure for older adults calculated for 
every county in the US and available at ElderIndex.org. Jan is a 
fellow of the Gerontological Society of America and serves on the 
editorial boards of the Journal of Aging & Social Policy and 
Research on Aging.

Website: https://elderindex.org

Paul Nagle is the founding executive director of Stonewall 
Community Development Corporation. Its mission is to see 
LGBTQ older adults in safe, welcoming housing they can afford 
with access to health and mental health services that meet their 
unique needs. Before joining Stonewall CDC, Paul was the 
executive director of Cultural Strategies Initiative. Its mission was 
to strengthen art’s central role in civic life to enhance cultural, 
community, and environmental sustainability. Previously, as 
director of communications and cultural policy for NYC Council 
member Alan Gerson (2002-2010), Paul organized the hard-hit 
cultural community in District 1 and engaged them in crafting 
strategies to help preserve and revitalize the arts in Lower 
Manhattan in the wake of the 9/11 attacks. He stewarded a 
partnership among the mayor, the council speaker, and the 
council member that was very successful in providing targeted 
capital and programmatic investments to restore the sector. Paul 
earned a BA and an MA from the Gallatin School at New York 
University, graduating summa cum laude from the bachelor’s 
program. An abridged version of his master’s thesis, “Room for 
Creativity—the Role of Affordable Artists’ Live/work Space in the 
New Economy,” was published in The International Journal of the 
Arts in Society.

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/paulenagle/ 
Website: https://www.stonewallcdc.org/
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Jonathan F.P. Rose founded Jonathan Rose Companies LLC, a 
multi-disciplinary real estate development and investment firm 
in 1989, to address the challenges of declining ecologies and the 
poor distribution of opportunity through the development of 
green affordable and mixed-income housing. Jonathan has led 
the firm’s vision, strategy, and growth, developing award-
winning new projects, investment funds, and city plans that 
model solutions to address the issues of community 
development, opportunity, inequality, and the environment. The 
firm is one of the largest acquirers of affordable and mixed-
income housing in the nation.

Jonathan also advises global cities on planning, affordable 
housing, environmental, and social issues. He chairs the Bhutan 
Urban and Regional Planning Global Advisory Committee. 
Jonathan’s book on how to create resilient cities, The Well-
Tempered City: What Modern Science, Ancient Civilizations and 
Human Nature Teach Us About the Future of Urban Life, was 
published by Harper Wave in 2016 and won the 2017 PROSE 
Award for Outstanding Scholarly Work by a trade publisher.

Jonathan is a trustee of Enterprise Community Partners. He and 
his wife, Diana Calthorpe Rose, are the co-founders of the 
Garrison Institute, and he serves as chair on its board and leads 
its Pathways to Planetary Health program. In recognition of this 
work, Jonathan received the Urban Land Institute’s 2021 Urban 
Visionary Award. Jonathan graduated from Yale University in 
1974 with a BA in Psychology and Philosophy and received a 
master’s in Regional Planning from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1980. He has held the Edward P. Bass 
Distinguished Visiting Architecture Fellowship at the Yale School 
of Architecture and is currently an executive in residence at the 
Skoll Center for Social Entrepreneurship at Oxford’s Saïd School 
of Business.

Twitter | X: @JonathanFPRose
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/jonathan-f-p-rose-
46073629/
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Howard Slatkin has worked for over two decades at the 
intersection of housing and planning policy in New York City. 
Today, as executive director of Citizens Housing and Planning 
Council, a nonprofit research and education organization, 
Howard directs a program of independent policy analysis and 
development on topics ranging from zoning reform to property 
management and diversification of the city’s housing stock

Previously, at the New York City Department of City Planning, 
Howard oversaw long-term planning and policy development 
and a range of initiatives to promote housing supply, 
affordability, economic development, and sustainability. In 2016, 
he led Zoning for Quality and Affordability, a citywide initiative 
that, among other reforms, increased the quantity and variety of 
senior housing and care facilities allowed in neighborhoods 
across the city.

Howard is also an adjunct associate professor of Urban Planning 
at the Columbia University Graduate School of Architecture, 
Planning, and Preservation. He received his master’s degree in 
Urban Planning from Columbia and a bachelor’s degree in 
History from Brown University.

Twitter | X: @cphcny
Website: https://chpcny.org/

John W. Rowe, MD, is the Julius B. Richmond Professor of 
Health Policy and Aging Health Policy and Management at 
Columbia University, where he is a faculty member of the Robert 
N. Butler Columbia Aging Center and a professor in the 
Columbia Mailman School of Public Health Department of 
Health Policy and Management. Jack served as president of the 
International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics from 
2017-2022. He leads the MacArthur Foundation's Research 
Network on An Aging Society. Previously he served as chairman 
and CEO of Aetna, Inc, one of the nation's leading healthcare and 
related benefits organizations. Before his tenure at Aetna, from 
1998 to 2000, Jack served as president and CEO of Mount Sinai 
NYU Health, one of the nation's largest academic healthcare 
organizations. Jack is a member of the National Academy of 
Medicine International Commission on Healthy Longevity.

Website: aging.columbia.edu

https://chpcny.org/
http://aging.columbia.edu/


Sarah L. Szanton, PhD, RN, FAAN, is the Dean and Patricia M. 
Davidson Health Equity and Social Justice Endowed Professor 
at the Johns Hopkins School of Nursing. She holds a joint 
appointment in the Department of Health Policy and 
Management at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health and the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. Her main 
research strands are improving health equity among older 
adults, aging in community, the effects of financial strain on 
health, and structural racial discrimination and resilience. She 
co-developed the CAPABLE program, which has been tested in 
randomized trials and scaled to 45 new sites in 23 states. She is 
a member of the National Academy of Medicine and the 
American Academy of Nursing, was a 2019 Heinz Award winner 
for the Human Condition, and is one of  PBS Organization’s 
“Next Avenue Influencers in Aging.” She has published more 
than 160 papers and been principal investigator on more than 
$20 million in grants.

Sarah completed undergraduate work in African-American 
Studies at Harvard University and earned a bachelor’s degree 
from the Johns Hopkins School of Nursing. She holds a nurse 
practitioner master’s degree from the University of Maryland 
and a doctorate from Johns Hopkins University. She is core 
faculty at the Center on Aging and Health and the Hopkins 
Center for Health Disparities Solutions, and adjunct faculty with 
the Hopkins Center for Injury Research and Policy. She has been 
funded by the National Institutes of Health, the Center for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services Innovation Center, the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation, the John A. Hartford Foundation, 
the Rita and Alex Hillman Foundation, the St. David’s 
Foundation, and the AARP Foundation.

Website: https://nursing.jhu.edu/faculty-
research/research/projects/capable/

Elizabeth White, MBA, author of 55, Underemployed and 
Faking Normal, is an age solutions advocate for older adults 
facing uncertain work and financial insecurity. She founded 
NUUage Coliving, an affordable shared housing venture for +55 
olders aging alone on moderate incomes. When Elizabeth could 
not find a book that met her needs during her own bout of long-
term unemployment, she wrote it herself. She wrote it as a 62-
year-old Black woman who has lived the stories she describes, 
and as a Harvard MBA, former retail entrepreneur, and C-suite 
executive who never expected to land here.

Elizabeth recently joined the Ideas42 Venture Studio. With the 
Studio’s backing, she launched NUUage Coliving to address one 
of the big challenges facing older adults navigating financial 
uncertainty: the need for secure, affordable housing. NUUage 
Coliving is premised on the belief that sharing resources and 
aging in a community that strikes the right balance between 
privacy and social interaction can help those without traditional 
family support systems reduce their housing costs, maintain 
their independence, and preserve their physical well-being and 
cognitive health. Elizabeth has been featured prominently in 
three segments on the PBS NewsHour. Her TEDx Talk was 
elevated to the main TED stage receiving over 2 million views.

Website: https://www.nuuagecoliving.com/
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Odette Williamson, JD, is a staff attorney at the National 
Consumer Law Center (NCLC), where she promotes sustainable 
homeownership among low-income Americans, including 
efforts to prevent foreclosures and curb predatory mortgage 
lending, and preserve the income and assets of consumers of 
color. Odette directs NCLC’s Racial Justice and Equal 
Opportunity Project and oversees the Center’s Elder Rights 
Initiative. She provides training and support to hundreds of 
consumer lawyers, legal services attorneys, and lay advocates 
each year. Odette provides testimony and comments to 
legislative and administrative agencies on matters affecting 
low-income and elderly consumers, and consumers of color. 
She testified before the Senate Special Committee on Aging in a 
hearing entitled “Frauds, Scams and COVID-19: How Con Artists 
Have Targeted Older Americans During the Pandemic.” Odette 
writes extensively for NCLC’s legal practice publications for 
consumer lawyers. She is the co-author of the National 
Consumer Law Center’s Mortgage Servicing and Loan 
Modifications and Home Foreclosures manuals.

Website: https://www.nclc.org/
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Age Boom Academy Core Team
Jennifer P. Ware is event manager for the Age Boom Academy. 
She was previously director of events and programs in the 
Alumni Affairs Department at Columbia College, where she led 
a team to plan and orchestrate hundreds of signature events—
from reunion to homecoming to such fundraising galas as the 
John Jay Awards Dinner to support scholarships. Before that, 
Jennifer oversaw events and marketing for the Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai. She has served as senior events 
manager for BusinessWeek (now Bloomberg Businessweek), 
director of marketing and promotion for Golf Digest, and 
promotion director for Variety. Jennifer has a BA in English from 
Ohio Wesleyan University and an MS in Journalism from the 
Boston University College of Communication.

Cynthia M. Franco, editorial assistant for the Age Boom 
Academy, is a senior at the Columbia University School of 
General Studies, majoring in East Asian Languages and 
Cultures (GS ‘26). She currently works as a web and 
communications specialist in a nonprofit religious 
organization.

Prior to enrolling at Columbia, Cynthia worked as an end-of-
life doula, receiving her training from the International End of 
Life Doula Association (INELDA) and the Institute for the Study 
of Birth, Breath and Death. She is passionate about East Asian 
languages and cultures, end-of-life care, easing loneliness, and 
improving health trends in the US and East Asia through 
reintroducing BIPOC spiritual practices.



Rosine T. Moussa, MA, is the budget manager for the Age Boom 
Academy and serves as the administrator for the Columbia Aging 
Center, where she overseas research and compliance.

Kelson Productions provides audiovisual and production management services for live events of all 
kinds, for clients in education, industry, theater, fashion, non-profit, and the arts. Whether it’s a live 
concert, a gala dinner, a panel discussion, a fashion show, an address by a world leader–our teams of 
managers, designers, and technicians work together to ensure that the technical elements of your 
event run smoothly, on time, and on budget. We emphasize thorough pre-production planning and 
consultation, with prompt and efficient communication throughout the process. With an extensive 
pool of qualified production staff, and a large stock of top-of-the line equipment to choose from, we 
can provide fully scalable production services for events with audiences of all sizes — while delivering 
the flexibility and personal attention that your event deserves.

http://kelsonproductions.com/

Jason Fitzgerald, Founder | Nell Conway, Event Director

http://kelsonproductions.com/

